United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 109 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 151

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 2005

No. 89

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the PRESIDENT pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, thank You for Your
promise to guide us by Your spirit.
Give us wisdom to clearly comprehend
Your promptings in our hearts so that
we may follow You. Guide us away
from contention and teach us to build
bridges instead of walls. Keep us from
sowing seeds of negativity so we will
not reap a harvest of regret.

Bless the Members of this body in
their legislative work, and keep them
safe from harm. Give them a patience
that persuades and a speech that brings
unity. As they wrestle with the conun-
drums of our times, help them to seek
timely advice.

Empower us all with the self-control
that will enable us to honor Your
Name.

We pray this in Your powerful Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business for up to 60 minutes, with the
first half of the time under the control

Senate

of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee and the second half of the time
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing after our 60 minutes of morning
business, we will resume debate on the
Interior appropriations bill. Last night
we reached an agreement which pro-
vides for debate and votes on the final
amendments. We will start off with two
amendments relating to pesticides. If
all time is used on those two amend-
ments, we will be voting at approxi-
mately 12:30. I hope we will not need all
that debate time, but that we can expe-
dite some of the votes in order to finish
the bill at an early hour today. We will
be voting on the bill throughout the
day on the remaining amendments to
the Interior bill. We will finish the bill
today.

As a reminder to my colleagues, we
need to keep things moving as effi-
ciently as we possibly can because we
have a lot of other work to consider
this week, including the Homeland Se-
curity bill, possibly the CAFTA legisla-
tion, a highway extension, in all likeli-
hood a welfare extension, and there are
other appropriation measures and
nominations that may become avail-
able for Senate consideration.

I know we have a lot of Members who
are traveling and, specifically for
BRAC reasons, are going back to their
States. But we need to keep voting,
keep the amendments coming forward
to make progress for the American peo-
ple.

We have today, Thursday, and Friday
to accomplish a great deal. I encourage
my colleagues to come to the floor. If

you don’t need extended debate, please
take into consideration that we have a
lot to do to finish this bill today.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
minority leader is recognized.

————
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, through the
Chair to the distinguished majority
leader, it is my understanding that
sometime this morning CAFTA will be
marked up and likely come out of com-

mittee. Is that the leader’s under-
standing?
Mr. FRIST. That is my under-
standing.

Mr. REID. As the leader mentioned,
we are going to go to Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations next, is that right?

Mr. FRIST. That is the plan, al-
though right now the Interior bill is
taking an extra day, a day longer than
I thought, so we are going to have to
adjust the schedule appropriately given
the fact the Interior bill was not fin-
ished yesterday as we had anticipated.

Mr. REID. As I spoke to the leader,
because Senator DOMENICI and I have
done the bill for so long, if we needed
to do a bill in a shorter period of time,
an appropriations bill, I think we could
do ours in a day at the longest. I don’t
anticipate any trouble with that.

As I said privately and now I say pub-
licly, I think we have a tremendous ob-
ligation to see what we can do to move
appropriations bills. Before we leave, 1
would like to get two of them done.
When we get back in July, after the ob-
ligations that you and I have set up—
stem cells, China trade, native Hawai-
ians—then I hope we could get some
more appropriation’s bills done, but I
know that is a big order.

In relation to what the majority
leader has said, I do not think anyone
should plan on staging their votes
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